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OUR MISSION 

To work in partnership with the community to provide opportunities 
that  will enhance the emotional, physical, social and intellectual well 

being of children. 

Our Objects/Goals are… 
The advancement and improvement of child and family services, includ-
ing preventive services; the advancement of child and family services, 
including research. 

To enhance the lives of children and families in the Central Region of the Province of Manitoba in Canada, which territory is 
serviced by Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba in Canada, and to promote their well being and happiness. 

A Little History 
 

The Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba Foundation Inc. is a public Foun-
dation as defined by Revenue Canada. Its objects and goals relate specifically to the 
best interests of children and families who reside in the Central Region of the Prov-
ince of Manitoba. The Foundation was established on April 30, 1993 using private 
funds from the old Children’s Aid Society of Central MB. Because of its close associa-
tion with Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba, Inc. (previously known as 
the Children’s Aid Society), the Foundation has made a priority of funding many pro-
grams and services operated by the Agency. 
 

However, applications are open to other organizations who meet the funding criteria 
of the Foundation. With the financial base provided by the private fund, the support 
of local United Ways and generous donations, the Foundation supports children and 
families across the Central Region. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(as of March 31, 2025) 

 

 President  Andrea Mitchell   Portage la Prairie 

 Sec.-Treas.  Chris Chabbert   Notre Dame de Lourdes 

  Nancy Funk   Portage la Prairie  

  Becky Loewen   Winkler 

  Sabrina Neufeld   Winkler 

  Megan Sloik   Portage la Prairie 

  Rod Sveistrup   Portage la Prairie 

  Bruce Wood   Morden 
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Message from the President  

 

I am pleased to share that once again, this past year has been very successful for the Child and Family Services of 

Central Manitoba Foundation.   

 

We continue to work towards raising our profile throughout the region to both raise funds for the Chance 2 pro-

grams as well as encourage families to use the funding to help kids participate in sport, activities and programming 

provided to them in their communities.  Our mission to create opportunity “Because Kids Matter” drives us to 

continue to meet our goals and objectives year after year. 

 

In 2024-2025 we supported 78 kids through our Chance 2 Camp program, 77 kids through our Chance 2 Grow 

program and 8 kids through our Chance 2 Play program.  The ongoing commitment of our supporters including in-

dividuals, business community groups and foundations allows us to continue to provide opportunities to kids in an 

effort to enhance their well-being. 

 

I want to express my great thanks Sara Martens, Rhonda Verwey, Jenn Vermette and Chris Chabbert for their con-

tinued support to the Board for all the things you do, including but not limited to, the administrative functions of 

the Foundation, supporting the programs we fund and leading the multiple fundraising efforts.  I also want to thank 

all of the Board of Directors of the Foundation for your commitment to the Foundation. 

 

I look forward to seeing the great work of the Foundation continue in 2025/26. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Andrea Lewis 

Foundation Board President 
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Chance 2 Play            

Sometimes we all need a little help. When NHLer Arron Asham was growing up, members of 

the community were there for him and supported his efforts on and off the ice.  Arron re-

quested the assistance of the Foundation to assist him in paying forward by helping other 

young people in the Central Plains Region to play hockey.   

 

Each year Arron and his friends organize a golf tournament and other events such as a charity 

hockey game to raise funds in support of Arron’s Chance 2 Play Program.  Through their ef-

forts, Arron, his friends, and the Foundation have assisted many young people who otherwise would not have been able to 

play hockey due to the difficult economic circumstances of their families. 

 

Arron’s Chance 2 Play Hockey program supported 8 children in pursuing their hockey dreams in the Portage la Prairie area. 

The program also provided an opportunity for one applicant to travel to Long Island, New York, USA, to play hockey.  

Chance 2 Learn 

Chance 2 Learn is a program that provides financial assistance to qualifying individuals to 

assist with various post–secondary education expenses.  To be eligible for a subsidy, a 

person needs to be either a former child in care, or a youth on an extension of care 

with Child & Family Services of Central Manitoba Inc.  Chance 2 Learn is funded by the 

Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba Foundation and is administered by the 

Agency. 
 

Individuals applying for the Chance 2 Learn Program are required to submit verification 

of registration and acceptance in an educational program, school or university.  In addition, they need to provide proof of 

some form of community service, two letters of reference, and a written portion outlining why they 

should be considered for the grant.   
 

We look forward to continue assisting applicants in furthering their education! 
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Chance 2 Grow 

Chance 2 Grow funds a wide variety of recreational, social and educational opportunities for 

children from music lessons, art and dance classes, to gymnastics, swimming, figure skating, 

hockey, soccer, baseball, Cubs, Brownies, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and many other activities.  

This program is open to children across all of Central Region.    

 

In 2024-2025 the Chance 2 Grow program helped support 77 children to attend various ac-

tivities in the Winkler, Morden, Carman,  Altona, Morris, Portage la Prairie,  and MacGregor 

areas.  These children attended dance lessons, hockey, swim lessons, music and voice lessons, 

art lessons, gymnastics and skating lessons. 

 

The Annual Chance 2 Grow Plant Sale was a success again this year! The flowers that were sold were the Seeing Stars 

(Portage Plant Sale) and Silverberry (Winkler Plant Sale). The Silverberry plant was a big hit with the Winkler Plant Sale. 

Winkler was able to sell 2000 plants. Portage was able to sell 4190 plants! The money raised from the Portage la Prairie and 

Winkler plant sales was able to make it possible for more kids to participate in swimming lessons, rugby, basketball, soccer, 

music lessons, art lessons, football, gymnastics, figure skating,  theatre, dance, and baseball. 
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Chance 2 Camp 

Sometimes the smallest opportunity can make a big difference in a child’s life. The Chance 2 

Camp Fund is a fund within the Child and Family Services of Central Manitoba Foundation - an 

organization committed to improving the lives of children in the Central Region. Since 1972, 

Chance 2 Camp has funded area children to attend a summer camp experience. Thousands of 

children have been given the opportunity to challenge themselves and their abilities through par-

ticipation in programs and activities that build self confidence and self worth.  

 

The Chance 2 Camp program was able to support 78 children from the Morden,  Altona, Por-

tage la Prairie and Winkler areas to camp. We are looking forward to sending even more kids in 

the upcoming year! 

 

We held our annual BBQ this year in Winkler. It was a huge success again! We enjoy hearing stories of how those who have 

attended camp had a memorable time. 
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Sponsored By: 
 

Community Contributions 

Community Foundation of Portage & District Inc. 

Community Futures Heartland Inc. 

Manitoba Airshow 

Morden Area Foundation 

Stride Credit Union 

The Calgary Foundation 

United Way West Central Manitoba 

Winkler Community Foundation 

Winnipeg Goldeyes 


